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for exhibition, and by passing them round amongst the
members present many of the most important parts of the
paper obtained remarkably clear illustration and confirma-
tion. One point of great practical importance indicated by
these graphic methods was that in deep narcosis the respira-
tory heavings of the thoracic walls may go on to all

appearance perfectly, and yet absolutely no vapour enter or
leave the chest. Dr. Murray considers this condition to be
one of respiratory incoordination, the motor coordinating
centre being affected, resulting in a " respiratory stammer,"
in which, although the thoracic walls rise, there is no
depression of the diaphragm, but a contraction of the
abdominal muscles, which nullifies the effect of thoracic
expansion. As a result of his experience in cases of sus-
pended respiration from the use of chloroform, Dr. Murray
strongly insists on the importance of withdrawing the
chloroform vapour from the lungs before commencing to
introduce pure air. lie advocates the introduction of a

tracheal catheter in the human subject in such cases, and
the removal by suction of as much of the vapour as possible
before inducing artificial inspiration by the ordinary means.
In rabbits he found that where this method was adopted
resuscitation could be achieved even after a prolonged sus-
pension of respiration, whereas were the ordinary means
adopted, a successful issue was rarely attained.

IRELAND.

(From our own Correspondent.)

VISIT OF THE PRINCE OF WALES.

THE honorary degree of Doctor of Laws of the Royal
University of Ireland was conferred on His Royal Highness
last week; and on the same occasion the Princess of Wales
received the honorary degree of Doctor of Music. At the

University of Dublin an illuminated address was presented
by the Senate of the University, and, at the request of His
Royal Highness, the provost granted the undergraduates a
term. Of the numerous addresses presented, I shall merely
allude to those from the Royal College of Surgeons, the
College of Physicians, and the Academy of Medicine. The
address from the College of Surgeons alluded to the founda-
tion of that institution by Royal Charter granted by
George III., and stated that the College, unswerving in
loyalty, uninfluenced by political or sectarian feeling, had
never relaxed its efforts efficiently to discharge the trust
confided to it by improving the profession, and thus pro-
moting the welfare of the nation at large, and particularly
by providing a sufficient number of properly educated sur-
geons, as well for the public in general as for the army and
navy. The College of Physicians in their address referred
to the satisfaction the visit of the Royal Family had pro-
duced, and alluded to the favour the Prince had always
extended to their profession, as shown by the interest he
had displayed in its efforts for the advancement of medical
science and the preservation and improvement of the health
of the nation.

HONOURS FOR THE MEDICAL PROFESSION.

It has been suggested that during the visit of the Prince
of Wales to Ireland an opportunity will arise for the reco-
gnition of the long-deferred claims of the medical and
surgical members of the profession in Dublin to the bestowal
of honours by the Crown. Since the days of Sir Philip
Crampton and Sir Dominic Corrigan, no surgeon or physician
in this country has received a share of the numerous

baronetcies bestowed by the Government; and this neglect
has been a grave source of regret, as appearing to mark
their inferiority as regards their English and Scotch
brethren. It would be invidious for me to mention names,
but there are several, both medical and surgical, who are
eminently qualified for the honour in question.

RICHMOND DISTRICT LUNATIC ASYLUM, DUBLIN.
In the report of this asylum for the past year, Dr. Lalor,

the resident physician, states that he has been enabled
lately to carry out a useful measure in the separation of the
epileptic from the general insane, and the grouping of a
comparatively small class, consisting of them and the very
aged and infirm, in a building to themselves, with access to
the recreation rooms. Although the arrangement has only

been a short time in operation, the beneficial results of the
change have been acknowledged. The total cases under
treatment during 1884 were 1519, the daily average being
1068; and it is interesting to note as an indication of the
method of treatment that the daily average of patients
employed in one way or another was 860.
RETIREMENT OF DR. BRODIE, LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD

INSPECTOR.

At a meeting of the Poor-law medical officers of the Cork
district, held on the 4th inst. at the Royal Cork Institution,
Dr. Wycherly, J.P., High Sheriff, in the chair, the following
resolution, proposed by Dr. O’Callaghan and seconded by
Dr. Golding, was adopted :-" That the Poor-law medical
officers of the Cork district cannot permit Dr. Brodie to
sever his connexion with them without testifying in a
proper manner their appreciation of his character as an

inspector; that the necessary steps be taken to present
Dr. Brodie with an address and testimonial on his retire-
ment ; and that Dr. Donovan be requested to act as secre-
tary, and Dr. O’Connor, jun., as treasurer." Several who
were unable to be present at this meeting have expressed
their intention to co-operate in the movement.

ALEXANDER MEMORIAL PRIZE.

The triennial prize, founded in memory of the late
Dr. Alexander, Director-General of the Army Medical
Department, consists of a gold medal value &pound;10, with &pound;50
in money, and is open to competition by officers of the Army
Medical Staff. This year it was gained by Surgeon John
Martin, who is now in Egypt, for his essay on " Antiseptic
Surgery, and its Application in Military Hospitals and in
the Field." It is very creditable to Surgeon Martin, who is
a native of Cork and received his professional education at
the Queen’s College, that this is the second occasion upon
which he has obtained this distinction, the subject of his
former essay having been " On the Influence of Drinking-
water in causing Enteric Fever and Cholera."
Dublin, April 14th.

PARIS.

(From our Paris Correspondent.)

DEATH OF A LADY DOCTOR.

THE death of Mrs. Emilie Bovell-Sturge, Doctor of Medicine
of the Faculty of Paris, and Officier XAcad6mie, occurred at
Nice on the 2nd inst. Mrs. Bovell-Sturge began to study
medicine at Edinburgh in 1871, but finding the way to
successful study barred there, she went to Paris in 1873,
where she took her degree in 1877. The subject of her
thesis was " Les Ph&eacute;nom&egrave;nes congestives consecutives aux
Attaques de l’Epilepsie et de 1’Hystero-Epilepsie." for which
she was highly complimented. After having obtained the
Doctorate of Paris, she went to London to commence

practice, and there married Dr. Allen Sturge. Soon after
this she was appointed physician to the new Hospital for
Women in the Marylebone-road, which post she held till
she was compelled to leave .London on account of her
health, in October, 1881, when she was accompanied
by her husband to Nice, where they both settled in
practice. She has read papers at the Congres d’Hygiene
at Paris in 1878, on the Improved Industrial Dwellings
in London; at that of the Hague last year on the
method employed in England for dealing with the ques-
tion of Pauper Children; and before the Soci&eacute;t&eacute; M&eacute;dicale de
Nice on "Some Points in the’Pathology of Fibroid Phthisis."
Mrs. Bovell-Sturge very modestly limited the sphere of her
work to the diseases of women and children, without dis-
connecting herself from questions of general professional
interest.

THE FRENCH SURGICAL CONGRESS.

The first Congres Francais de Chirurgie, which took place
at Paris from the 6th to the 12th inst., was presided over by
Professor Trelat. Before entering into the technical objects
of the meeting, a discussion took place as to whether other
cities than Paris could not be selected in rotation for
the seat of the meeting. It was decided that Paris should
be the constant locale of future congresses. Another ques-
tion arose as to the period of the annual meeting, as that
at which it has just taken place has for many reasons been
found to be particularly inconvenient. It has therefore
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been decided that it should be held in the second fort-
night of October of each year. M. Trelat then addressed in (

neat terms a welcome to’the foreign visitors, and passed in
review the various discoveries which have actually reno- 1

vated surgery, and given’ it an impetus which has been
taken advantage offer-the last twentyyears. Indoingthishe
recalled the discoveries of anaesthesia and of antisepsis, with
which he connected the honoured names of Pasteur, Lister,
and Alphonse Guerin. He showed that" thanks to these
conquests, the limits of surgery have been considerably
extended, and that the rightful claim of surgery to be an
art based on science has been fairly established. He then
inquired as, to whether in this renovation and rapid exten-
sion, in which nations, and individuals have made such
gigantic strides, French surgery has in any way lost the
high imputation, it has, hitherto held among other nations.
The.’answer. of course would be in the negative. In looking
over." the subjects that were discussed at the Congress, I
cannot say tliat there has been anything particularly new or
important brought forward. - :

THE, INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF HYDROLOGY AND
, 

’ 

CLIMATOLOGY.

To your note in Tqn LANCET of last week on the Inter-
national Congress of Hydrology and Climatology, which is to
be held’ at Biarritz in ’October, 1886, I may add that
for the sum of 12 francs anyone may become a

member. Application should be accompanied by a post-
office order for the above sum, which will entitle each
member to&mdash;(1) the documents relative to the different
sections of the Congress, to the subjects that will be brought
before it, and to a detailed plan of the excursions; (2) a
card giving members the right to travel by rail to Biarritz
at a reduced fare of 50 per cent.; (3) a memorandum giving
a detailed account of the price of lodgings, &c. The Committee
of Organisation particularly requests that those desirous of
becoming members should make known their intention as
soon as possible. Further information may be obtained from
Dr. Durand-Fardel of Paris, or from Dr. Garrigou of Toulouse.

Paris,"April 14th.

MEDICAL NOTES IN PARLIAMENT.

The.Lunacy Acts Amendment Bill.
OWING to the absence of the Lord Chancellor from the

House of Lords this week, in consequence of the decease of
the Countess of Selborne, the second reading of the Lunacy
Acts Amendment Bill has been postponed until Tuesday next.
On Monday, the Burgh Police and Health (Scotland) Bill

was read a second time.
. Over-pressure in Elenaeratary Schools.

Iri the House of Commons on the 13th inst., Mr. Talbot
moved an address to the Crown praying that a larger pro-
portion of the grant now given to public Elementary
Schools should be allotted in the form of a fixed payment
on average attendance. -By this distribution of the grant
he contended that over-pressure in elementary schools
would be prevented. Mr. R. Paget seconded the motion,
which was strongly opposed by Sir L. Playfair, who asserted
that its effect would be to increase the remuneration of bad
schools and to decrease the .payments for good schools.
After some remarks from Lord G. Hamilton, Mr. Forster,
and Mr. J. A. Campbell, Mr. Vlundella maintained that to
secure good teaching there must be some testing of results,
and this could only be done by individual examination.
There was no new departure in the Code, and no Code had
ever been so threshed out as this. It had received universal
assent, and, whatever its defects, more thorough work was
being done and better grants were being earned under it
than under any previous code. In like manner, he con-
tended payment by results had secured good teaching with-
out interfering with freedom of action on the part of
teachers and managers. He dwelt upon the large and in-
creasing sums annually spent on education, and contended
that State aid must be administered under State control.
As to over-pressure the weight of evidence was, lie stated,
all the other way. On a division the motion was negatived
by 117 to 53.by 117 to 53. 

The Contagious Diseases Acts.
On the 14th inst., in reply to Mr. Bulwer, who asked the

Secretary for War whether it was a fact that the number of

soldiers serving at home admitted to hospital for venereal
disease had during the past year largely increased and was
still increasing, and whether he had any objection to lay
upon the table of the House a return similar in form and
detail to, and in continuation of, that presented to the
House on the 3rd of March, 1884, showing the number of
soldiers admitted to hospital for venereal disease since the
end of the year 1883, Sir’ A. Hayter stated that there has
been an increase of admissions to hospital for the cause
referred to in the districts formerly protected from 110 per
1000 in 1883 to 135 per 1000 in 1884. The return in con
tinuation of that presented in 1884 would be given if
moved for.-Mr. Cavendish-Bentinck asked whether in the
return about to be laid upon the table the War Office will
distinguish between the various forms of venereal disease,
so as to show the proportions in which the soldiers have
been affected during the past year, and on this point Sir
A. Hayter promised to make inquiry.

Medical Officer of Health for Cheltenham.
On Thursday, Mr. J. Campbell having asked the Secretary

of the Local Government Board if, he could state the result
of his inquiries into the circumstances of the recent appoint-
ment of a medical officer of health by the Town Council of
Cheltenham, Mr. G. W. E. Russell said he had obtained
further particulars as to the appointment of Mr. Roch. It
was true that when he was appointed he had a surgi-
cal qualification only. The regulations of the Board re-
quire that unless they. dispense with the requirement, a
medical officer, of health shall, possess both a medical and
surgical qualification, and in the case of a borough such
as Cheltenham they would not have consented to the
office being held by a. medical man with one qualifi-
cation only; but Mr. Roch, about three weeks before the
date when he was to enter upon his duties, obtained the
requisite medical qualification. The Town Council, when 

’

this further qualification had been obtained, ratified the
election by formally applying to the Board to dispense with
the requirement referred to, so far as was necessary, in con-
sequence of Mr. Roch not actually possessing at the time of
the election the double qualification. The Board had com-
plied with their request, and have sanctioned the appoint
ment.

Obituary 
EDWARD WELLS, M.D. OXON.

WE regret to have to record the death of Dr. Wells of
Reading, senior physician to the Royal Berkshire Hospital.
Till three weeks ago Dr. Wells was fully engaged in the
active duties of his profession, and it was hoped that a
change to the Isle of Wight and rest from arduous duties
would restore his broken health. He graduated at Oxford
in 1840, and was Radcliffe travelling fellow of the University.
After three years’ professional study on the Continent he
settled at Reading, in succession to the late Dr. Smith, father
of the well-known Goldwin Smith. As physician to
the Reading Hospital and Dispensary he was much beloved
by the poor. Among his professional brethren he was highly
esteemed, not in the town only but throughout Berkshire,
and had accorded to him very rightly the honourable position
of the principal consulting physician in the county. His
education at Winchester and Oxford gave him many friends
of position, but it was chiefly his gentle and pious nature
which endeared him so much to his professional brethren
and all who had the advantage of his acquaintance.

EDWARD DAVY, 3,1.R.C.S.
ON January 26th, the death occurred at Malmesbury,

Australia, of Mr. Edward Davy, whose name has been

recently before the public as the discoverer of the "relay"
system, which had an important influence in the develop-
ment of the electric telegraph. Born at Ottery St. Mary,

Devon, in 1806, he studied at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital,
obtained the licence of the Society of Apothecaries in 1828,
and became a Member of the Royal College of Surgeons in
1829. He then commenced the practice of his nrofession;

s and it was not until 1836 that he first expeii-nented in
f electric telegraphy. Mr. Fahie’s articles in the Electrician


